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H Os E A. ch. x. ver. 12. 


Sow to ourſelves in Righteouſneſs, 
reap in Mercy, break up * fat- 
lo e 


is obſervable that Men readily 
Nl liſten to, and eagerly purſue 
Gl ſuch Advice, as they are con- 
WI vinced will turn to their tem- 
poral Intereſt; but, ie 

ly give Attention to that, whi 
tends to the eternal Welfare of their pre- 
cious Souls; notwithſtanding they are tho- 
roughly ſenſible, of the . vaſt Dyſproportion 
between tranſitory and permanent Advan- 
tages; and thus evince, they too often act 

againſt, the Dictates of their Reaſon. But 

certainly, never did a People give greater 
Proofs of this Perverſeneſs, than the omg ; 
who notwithſtanding the Conviction of their 
Senſes, - notwithſtanding the ſevere Puniſh- 
ments which attended their Idolatry, return'd 
to It as the Dog to his Vomit ; from which 
inconfiderate Behaviour, the Prophet takes 
Occaſion to reproye and threaten them, ſay- 
ing, They have made to themſelves goodly T. 
A 2 | mages, 
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mages, Verſe the firſt ; and in the thirteenth 
| Perſe, ye have plowed Wickedneſs, therefore, 
Verſe the fourteenth, fhall a Tumult ariſe 
among thy People, and all thy Fortreſſes ſhall 
be ſpoiled. But, he exhorts them before 
this Menace, in the Words of my Text, to 
avert the impending Evil, by Repentance, 
and a new Courſe of Life; Sow to jour ſelves 
in Righteouſneſs, reap in Mercy, break up your 
fallow Ground: Which figurative Way of 
ſpeaking, we may interpret after the follow- 
ing Manne. 
What have you hitherto gained, but the 
conſequential Fruits of your evil Ways? Ye 
have plowed Wickedneſs, ye have reaped 
Iniquity, for the Product will ever be of the 
Species of the Seed ſown, while your Lives 
are wicked, Evil muſt attend you; where- ' 
fore, as your Hearts have been long unculti- 
vated, and you have been careleſs of perform- 
ing the Duty incumbent on you to your 
God, and have thus been Enemies to your- 
ſelves, by throwing off the Protection of the 
Almighty, conſequently. loſing his Bleſſing: 
As our Creator is the Fountain of Mercy, as 
his Ears and Arms are ever open to hear, and 
receive the Penitent, it is time to turn from 
your evil Ways, implore his Mercy, tepent 
of your former Tranſgreſſions, and ſhew the 
Contrition of your Hearts, by the Purity of 
your future Lives, making ſuch Return to 
the Almighty for his loving Mercy and Jong 
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Suffering as is in your Power ; namely, by at- 
tending on his Worſhip, honouring his holy 
Name; not by ſacrificing Oxen, or burning 
Incenſe upon his Altars, but by approaching 
him with clean Hearts and fincere Lips, with 
grateful Praiſe and Thankſgivings, proceeding 
from a juſt Senſe of his Goodneſs towards 
you; with Humility, ariſing from a wiſe 
Reflection, on the wide Difference between 
an infinite powerful God, and a poor helpleſs 
Mortal ; between a Creator and his Creature, 
which owes it's Being and Preſervation to 
the Will and Bounty of it's Maker. Remem- 
ber that you a& in his immediate Sight, 
which you cannot elude, and from whoſe 
Piercing Rays nothing can eſcape ; that he is 
the Source of Purity, and let this keep you 
ever on your Guard, not to ſtray from the 
Paths of Righteouſneſs which will lead you 
to the Enjoyment of infallible Bleſſings, to 
ſtep into thoſe of Perdition : And as your 
Duty to God, cannot be thoroughly complied 
with if you do not, as far as the Frailty of 
human Nature will permit, copy after his 
divine Attributes, it neceſſarily includes your 
Duty to your Brethren ; for you cannot be 
aid to fear God, if you do not alſo do Juſtice 
and love Mercy: Wherefore prepare your 
Hearts to receive theſe Seeds of Rightcoul. 


neſs, to which they have been too long unac- 
cuſtomed, and you will find them productive 


In 


of freſh Mercies. 
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6 An Erlorrane ve to Repentance. 
In Diſcourſing on the Words of my Text 


1 ſhall obſerve they contain, 


Firſt, An Exhortation to a new Life, | 


Secondly, A Promiſe of a Blefling, fol- 
_ lowing Repentance. 


_ Laſtly, Make my Ap plication: 


Firſt, I am to ſhew the Words of the Text, 
contain an Exhortation for us to lead a new 
Life. Sow 70 yourſelves in Righteouſneſs ; 
that js, let your future Employments be the 
Works of Mercy, Juſtice, Truth; adore the 


divine Being, who has fo manifeſtly been 


your Protector, ſo often has effaced your 


Sins, and relieved you from the Calamities 
which they have brought upon you; when, 
| by. a ſincere Repentance and Humiliation, 


ou -have look'd up to, and petition'd the 
hrone of Grace, for Mercy. os you alone 


can reap the Advantage of your Penitence 


and Adoration, tis to yourſelves, that 


you ſow in Righteouſneſs ; for alas ! What 
can your Incenſe, your Sacrifices, your Praiſes, 
- avail, the eternally happy Creator; can you 


add any thing to Immenſfity ? Think you that 
God can receive any Satisfaction from your 


"Humiliation, and is it not purely the Effect 
of his Mercy, 


_ your own Happineſs? Break up your fallow . 
_ Grounds; you have been long negligent of 


that he thus - wooes you to 


[ | "ous 
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our Duty, conſequently long cruel to your- 
felves a Conſideration, which ought to make 
you apprehend the Fatality of longer delay- 
ing your Return to God, that you may con- 
cCiliate his Favour, and experience farther 
Bleſſings, which a new Be of Life in the 
Performance of incumbent Duties will not 
fail of bringing upon you, | 
I thus far have paraphraſed, on this figura- | 
tive Way made Uſe of by the Prophet. This 
Exhortation, was to a People encouraged to 
a good Life, by the Promiſe of temporal 
Bleſſings only, as we may obſerve in the fifth 
_ Commandment, the Blefling promiſed to the 
Honour ſhewn their Parents was a Length of 
Days, to enjoy the fruitful Land which God 

had aſſigned them. Honour thy Father and 
thy Mother, that thy Days may be long in 
the Land which the Lord by God giveth thee. 
- Exod, ch. xx. ver. 12. They were not bleſſed 
with the Light of the Goſpel, and ſuch ex- 
plicit Aſſurances of future Happineſs, to en- 
courage them to Virtue and Piety; or of future 
Puniſhments, to deter them from Wickedneſs 
as are we Chriſtians ; conſequently, as our Re- 
ward or Puniſhment is plainly made known to 
us, and ſo vaſtly beyond any temporal Bleſ- 
ſing or Calamity, we ought to be much more 
ſtimulated, by a Reflection on them, to the 
Performance of our Duty, and more greatly 
apprehend the Conſequence of our Neglect. 
Let vs therefore take Advantage of this Ex- 


| hortation 
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8 An Exhortative to Repentance. 
hortation of the Prophet, to ſow to ourſelves 
in Righteouſneſs, and break up our fallow 
Grounds ; enter upon an immediate Courſe of 
Virtue and Piety, and not longer delay the 
great Work of our Salvation © __. 


The Husbandinan does not expect the 
Ground, which is neither broken up nor 
ſown with Seed, will yield of it ſelf a Crop 
of Corn for his Support ; he knows, that Care 
and Labour muſt preceed his Profit, and does 
not flatter himſelf with Impoſſibilities: He 
does what is neceſſary, breaks up his fallow 
Ground, improves it, ſows it with Corn, 
takes Care to clear the riſing Blade from 
noxious Weeds ;, and when he has done his 
Part, when he has beſtow'd this requiſite | 
Induſtry, he leaves the reſt to God. Shall 
wee then, who are careful and nz 
for the Support of Life; who will chearfullz 

undergo any Toil for the Hopes of Lucte, be 
leſs negligent for the eternal Welfare of our 
Souls! Or can apy of us be fo wretchedly | 
ſottiſh, as to imagine, that it requires no Vi- 
gilance, no Induſtry, no Thought, to work 
out our Salvation! Can we be inſenſible of 
the numerous Dangers to which we are expo- 
ſed,” even when the good Seed is ſown, that 
is, when we have reſolved upon a Courſe of 
Lie, becoming rational Creatures; who have 
ſo often been admoniſhed by hoty Writ, of 
the Certainty of a future bleſſed or moſt mi- 
ſerable State for all Eternity; I ſay, can = * 
eie my 0 
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be inſenfible, even when we have reſolved 
upon a ſtrict Compliance with Reaſon and our 
Duty; how many Weeds ſpring up from the 
Cares, Diſappointments, and prevalent Example 
of a vicious World, to choak this good Seed, 
and render void our pious Reſolves, which 
require our conſtant Care, and Vigilance to 
root up, before they, gather Strength, and 
render our Hopes of a good Crop, abortive. 
If we are then thoroughly convinced, from 
our Practice in worldly Affairs, and the very 
nature of things, that our utmoſt Care and 
Vigilance is moſt requiſite, where the danger 
of miſcarrying in out Views is the greateſt, 
if we are not ignorant of the vaſt Diſprupor- 
tion between Momentary and never failing 
Riches ; if we really believe the Promiſes of 
endleſs Joys, and the Threats of never cea- 
ſing Torments, according as our Lives in this 
World have entitled us to the one, or doom'd 
us to the other ; If we are truly ſenſible that 
by our Remiſneſs, we have already rin a 
Riſque, too great to be reflected upon as it 
ought, without a Tremor on the one Hand, 
and Thankfulneſs on the other, for the long- 
ſuffering and forbearance, of an offended 
Deity ; who is flow to wrath, and will's not 
the death of a Sinner, but rather, that he 
ſhould repent and live; if, I fay, we are not 


ignorant of all theſe Truths ; Let us from this 
Inſtant begin, ſeriouſly to reflect on that Time 
we have already loſt, and the uncertainty of 

C our 
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our having a longer Space allotted us, to pre- 
re for our great Change, which will fix us 
Eternally in either the Joys or Miſeries of the 
Life to come. I proceed now to my 


Second -Head, to wit, the Promiſe of a 
Bleſſing following Repentance. | 

Reap in Mercy. .Long Experience, fays the 
Prophet, and numberleſs Mercies received, muſt 
have convinced you, that, as on the one Hand 
Misfortunes and diſmal Calamities, have been 
the conſtant Effects of your forgetting God, as 
your 'Thoughts, as your Views have been evil, 
ſo evil has been their Produce ; and you could 
not naturally expect any other Fruit of your 
Labour, Ye have ſown the Wind, and ye ſhall 
reap the Whirkwoind, Hoſea ch. viii. v. 7. ſuch 
Grain as you employ for Seed, ſuch, ſhall 
you reap. Evil is productive of Evil; as I ſay, 
you have felt the. ſmart of following your 
Luſts, and, have on the one hand experienced 
the fatal Effects of turning from God, who 
has alſo turn'd his Face from you; So, on 
the other Hand, you have proved him a God 
of- Mercy, when ever you repented of your 
Wickedneſs and implored his Aſſiſtance; 
This therefore ought to encourage you to 
believe. your future unfeign'd Repentance 
cannot be in vain, Nay, you have the pro- 
miſe of Truth it ſelf ; for after the Al- 
mighty has threatned to avert his Eyes from 
you, and to be deaf to your Prayers, yet till 
T1 | upon 
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upon your Contrition, and returning to your 
Duty, your Sins ſhall be forgiven, Yaſh ye, 
make you clean, put away the Evil of your 
Doings from before mine Eyes, ceaſe to do 
evil, learn to do well, ſeek Judgment, relieve 
the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, plead for the 
Widow. Come now, and let us reaſon together 
faith the Lord: though your Sins be as Scarlet, 
they ſhall be as white as Snow; though they be 
red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool, Iſa. 
ch. i. ver. 16, 17, 18. Again, He promi- 
ſes by the Mouth of his Prophet Jeremiah, 
chapter the xviii. ver. 8. that Repentance 
ſhall not fail of pacifying his Wrath, and of a- 
verting his Judgments ; 1f that Nation againſt 
whom I have pronounced, turn from their 


Evil, Iwill repent of the Evil, that 1 thought 


B to do unto them. 


I have thus ſhewn by this ſhort Comment 
on the Prophet's Words, which I have choſen 
for my Text, that the Mercies the Penitent 
have already experienced, are ſufficient to en- 
courage the Sinner to hope, that he ſhall find 
the ſame Bleſſing will attend his future Re- 
pentance, and from the Promiſe of the Al- 
mighty himſelf, that he cannot fail of Mercy 
and Pardon. 

Let us now therefore, both Prieſts and 
People, apply to ourſelves what the Prophet 
preached to the Jews, for alas! What will 
this Aſſurance avail us, if we do not alſo per- 
form the Conditions ſtipulated on our Part, 
0.2 namely 
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namely, turn from our Evil ! Without which, 
all Hopes of Salvation are as vain, as would 
be Endeavours to unite Fire and Water in 
ſuch a Manner, as that the 'one ſhall continue 
to emit Warmth, and the other retain it's 
Frigidity. 

The Almighty is Purity itſelf, and what - 
ever is impure, is abhorrent from his Nature. 
If we therefore hope for his Bleſſing and Pro- 
tection in this World, and to enjoy his glori- 
ous Preſence in the next, we muſt endeavour 
to waſh away our Pollution, with the Tears 
of Repentance. How idle, my Beloved, would 
appear to us the Hopes of a leprous Beggar, 
whoſe Sores were noiſom to the Sight and 
Smell, and covered with Rags, to be admit- 
ted to the Preſence of an earthly King! And 
can we flatter ourſelves with the Leproſy of 
our Sins upon us, that we ſhall gain Admit- 
tance to the Throne of the King of Kings, 
whoſe Eyes can ſuffer no Impurity ? 2 

"Tis as impoſhble, for the Impenitent to 
enter thoſe pure Regions of eternal Happineſs, 
as tis for Light and Darkneſs to ſubſiſt at 
one and the ſame Time, in one and the ſame 
Place: As we are are and often admo- 
niſhed of this by Holy Writ ; as 'tis agree- 
able to Reaſon and the very Nature of Things, 
and as we know not how ſoon we may be 
ſummoned hence, let us (I once more repeat 
it) from this Inſtant, ſet about the ſecuring 
to ourſelves a happy Futurity ; in Compari- 

ſon 
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ſon of which, every temporary Advantage is 
to be diſregarded, as unworthy of our Care: 
Have our Grounds lain Fallow, let us break 
them up, that is, have we hitherto been re- 
miſs in our Duty, let us induſtriouſly apply 
ourſelves to make amends for the loſt Time, 

by making the moſt of that which our ever 
merciful God ſhall ſtill afford us; and by re- 
flecting on the Danger paſs d, of being cut 
off in the midſt of our Sins, avoid running the 
ſame Riſque. 

Had we a determined Space allotted us, 
thoſe Perſons who think it time. enough 
to repent, when Age will no longer allow 
our being actually wicked, might plead ſome 
Excuſe for their Delay, tho' a bad one : But, 
as every Perſon is ſenſible this is far from 
being our Caſe, and that neither the greateſt 
Monarch nor the wiſeſt Man, has any Cer- 
tainty that, he ſhall ſee the Rifing-Sun in it's 
Meridian Height, or the Setting-Sun light up 
a new Day; none but Man, too inconſi- 
derate to refle& on the immenſe Stake he ha- 
zards, even his Soul, would poſtpone the 
Work of his Repentance one Moment; but 
would from the preſent reſolve upon, and 
purſue an immediate Reformation, by im- 
ploring the Aſſiſtance of the Divine Grace; 
by humbling himſelf before the 'Throne of 
Mercy, by a thorough Confeſſion of his paſt 
Wickedneſs; a true Contrition for having 


| offended a God of ſuch Long-ſuffering and 
For- 
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Forbearance, and by regulating his future 
Life according to the Will of God, as taught 
in Holy Writ: which he will find compre- 
hended in few Words, and nothing difficult in 
Practice. He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, 
what is good, and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
Micah ch. vi. ver. 8. And in ſeveral Places 
of the inſpired Writings, we find our whole 
Duty ſumm'd up in fearing God, which 
includes Adoration, and in being juſt the one 


to the other. On theſe two Commandments 


hang all the Law and the Prophets, Matt. ch. 
XX11. ver. 40. But why do we find ſuch 
Reluctance in unhappy Men, to the entering 
upon the Performance of their Duty? "Tis 
certainly from an idle Notion, that it is too 
difficult to be complied with, and requires too 
ſevere Mortifications of our Paſſions, too ſtrict 
a Guard upon our Actions; ſowres our Tem- 
pers, and renders us auſtere and unſociable. 
And whence proceeds this falſe Opinion of a 
religious Life ; but from too great a fondneſs, 
too tender an indulgence of ſome favourite Vice, 
which we are loath to part with, and which 
whiſpers to us, that the moſt rational Scheme 
of Life, is the moſt impracticable; and thus de- 
ters us from entering upon a Tryal, a bringing 
theſe imaginary Difficulties to the Proof of Ex- 
perience, which would ſoon evince the con- 
trary of theſe Suggeſtions of our Senſes, and 
„5 | that 
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that the Satisfaction, the Pleaſures of which 
a regular pious Life is productive, are not | 
only more permanent, but beyond all De- | 
grees of Compariſon more exquiſite, tan 
thoſe which ariſe from the Gratification of - 
ſenſual Appetites, which ever leave a Bitter- | 
neſs behind them. What worldly Pleaſures 
can come in Competition with that Serenity 
of Mind which ariſes from a Conſciouſneſs of 
our having performed our Duty, and that li 
whenever the Almighty ſhall pleaſe to call us 
hence, we have our Accounts ready? And on 
the other Hand, what temporary Miſery can 
be greater than to have our Conſciences lay 1 
before us, the terrifying Liſt of all the Sins, 1 
Extravagancies, and Follies, of perhaps, a | 
long and miſpent Life ; when languiſhing on i 
a Death-Bed, dreading the Minute of our bl 
Diſſolution, vainly wiſhing we could live over | 
again our paſt Days, to make a right Uſe of j 
the Time we knew not how to value. But || 
in what conſiſts the Difficulty, apprehended 
in a Life of Virtue? If it is rational, it is 
practicable, and if we will once enter upon 
the Practice of it, we ſhall find it eaſy, fince 
Virtue becomes habitual, as well as Vice, which 
gains by flow Gradations on the Soul; for 
no one was thoroughly vicious, till he had 
paſs d ſeveral Degrees from leſs to greater 
Crimes. (Nemo repente nequiſſimus.) The 
Virgin Soul, if I may be allow'd the Expreſ- 
ſion, the innocent Man ſtarts at the firſt Pro- 


poſal 
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poſal of a vile or wicked Action, and though 
Vice is deck'd with all the Pomp of Riches, 
and the gay Robes of ſenſual Pleaſures, yet 
they cannot ſo far hide her Deformity, but 
her firſt Sight carries with it Terror and Ab- 
horrence, and commonly ſhe meets a repulſe 
in her firſt Attack. On the contrary, Men 
are allured by the Beauty of Virtue ; become 
enamoured of her, and fly to embrace her, 
tho' unadorned with other than her native 
Charms, the Moment ſhe appears to the Eyes 
of their Underſtanding : And, if ſhe has not 
more Followers, *tis owing to our own Cow- 
ardice, we have plung'd ourſelves into ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures, and have not the Courage to 
follow thoſe Precepts which we approve, 
even while we act diametrically contrary. to 
them; and then invent Reaſons to cover our 
Pufilanimity ; Reaſons as falſe as are the Plea- 
. fares which we purſue : For the good Man's 
Countenance is always chearful ; Peace of 
Mind delates his Heart, and diffuſes o'er his 
Face an Air of Eaſe and Benignity : True 
Religion has nothing in it auſtere or moroſe ; 
tis contrary to Reaſon, to ſay that what in 
a Manner anticipates the Joy of Heaven, by 
that we feel ariſe from virtuous Actions, can 
cauſe an Aſperity of Temper. I don't doubt 
many here have felt an inexpreſſible Pleaſure, 
when they have brought a timely Relief to 
ſome unþappy Wretch, whoſe Miſeries have 
moved their Compaſſion ; have riſen oo f 
1 | cir 
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their Prayers, with a Content; a Satisfaction, 
ompoſure and Alacrity, the Effects of which 


C 
their whole Family has been ſenfible of, and 
which was too 
defy any one to ſay, he has been guilty 
Exceſs, or any one Action repugnant ths 


Duty as a Chriſtian, without feeling a Re- 


ſuch, as unhap= | 
ared. Whence 
tis evident, that were there no other Life, in 


which we are to account for our Actions than 


morſe of Conſcience, excep 
pily have their ä — 


ny 


this, a regular virtuous Life is preferable to 
all the fal alle Pleaſures, this World can afford 
us, and has been ſo eſteem d by the wiſeſt 


whom I ſhall menton one only, Mar- 

cus Antonius Philoſophus the Roman Empe- 
ror, who by his high Station of Life had it 
in his Power to gratify his Paſſions, which 
his love of Virtue kept in continual Sub- 
jection: But we are aſſured that glorious Re- 
wards in a happy Eternity, will crown the 
Performance of our Duty; which ſurely 
. - ought to animate us to enter upon it, deſpiſe 
the Bug- bears which our ſenſuality dreſſes 
up, and be convinced from the Practice of 
thoſe Hypocrites who lead a mortified Life 
for the Sake of Lncre, to draw in the Un- 
wary, by an out-ſide Shew of Sanctity, and I 
may ſay are living Martyrs to the Devil, as 
they ſuffer greater Hardſhips than Virtue or 
— impoſes, without the Satisfaction 
C „ 


great for Deſcription; but 4 


Men of all Ages, as their Lives demonſtrate: 
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18; Ant Exhorthti De 10 Repentance. AW 
they afford; I ſay, we may be convinced 
even from them, that the Difficulties are not 
 inſuperable ; and I will venture to aver, that 
on the contrary; they will with little Practice 
of what Reaſon il direct, prove to be 
merely imaginary, and arifing only from a 
miſtaken Self-Love. Let me then continue 
to exhort you, my beloved Brethren, ſeriouſſy 
to conſider the- Precariouſneſs of- this Life, 2 
and from that Confide ration enter upon ſuch 
a Courſe, as may afford you Peace of Mind 
while on Earth, and a Crown of Glory in the 
bleſſed Regions of eternal Light: To which 
happy Place that we may. all. arrive, may 
God of his infinite Mercy grant, through the 
Merits of his ever bleſſed Son, that with pure 
Hearts, fervent Zeal, and a well grounded 
Confidence; we may join the Doxology of 
St. Paul, Now unto the. King Eternal, Im- 
mortal, Inviſible, the only. wiſe. God, be 
Honour and Glory, for ever. and ever, 

Amen. 


